Composting -
what’s the point?
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Why?

Challenges!



European Landfill Directive . ;'\ i
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Quick fix?
| or
Lasting solution?




Why?

Benefits!



Compost Benefits to Soil

 Organic Matter

- holds water & nutrients

- structure/stability/health
- root stimulation

* Nutrients
- mainly slow-release
* Friendly fungi etc

- disease suppression
- soil structure/health



Organic Matter/Carbon Content of Green Compost

kg/tonne Compost
300

Organic Matter Carbon




Organic Matter




Nutrient Content of Green Compost

~ Available
kg/tonne

* Reserve
kg/tonne
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Trace Elements in Green Compost

* Available
g/tonne

“ Reserve
g/tonne




Nutrients Applied as Green Compost




Trace Elements Applied as Green Compost
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Horticulture
(more challenges!)
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Grower:
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“There is a natural
opposition in Man
for anything he has
not thought of for
himself”

Barnes Wallace (inventor of the bouncing bomb)



“I’ve never
tried it, cos
| don’t like
it”
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Consistency?
Hygiene?




How?

Solutions






N lock-up/draw-
down/immobilisation

PORY

Vital Earth



Hedera canariensis variegata

”

Shorter
internodes

Std/peat Peat-free
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Auto temp & fan monitoring/process control
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Testing green compos
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Uses
(& more benefits!)
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Green Roofs




F A a SN j5 ¢ & @0

N ! R T R & 4 “
5 1 " - : i
- [ .1, 8 s (145 " O e 0T 71

= & el . Bl i: —

Sedum Roof{/ﬁ_

Harper Adams Uni’ College - 12 weeks
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Meadow Roof - 124* /’ ‘

week‘s after sowing



Composting — what’s the point?

e save Carbon

* reduce landfill

e reduce climate change

* improve and protect soils
e protect peat moors

e reduce importation

* reduce pesticide usage



What can we do?

e recycle and help recycling
 use more compost/less water

e use less chemical fertilisers/
feed the soil, use less oil

* buy peat-free

e grow peat-free
 buy UK-grown

e spread the word



’

Minimal environmental (carbon) footprint
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Thank you




